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This is one of the calamities that
put John Sax's favorite aircraft under
increased scrutiny. From March 2022
to November 2023, 20 service mem-
bers died in four fatal Osprey crash-
es, as noted in a recent NBC story. The
U.S. military grounded its entire fleet
of about 400 V-22 Ospreys after the
crash cf an Air Force Special Opera-

In the case of the Purplc Fox-
es, the fallen crew members remain
a familiar presence at Camp Pendle-
ton, where the new generation of Ma-
rine pilots wear patches bearing their
na

mes.

“We talk about them all the time,”
Miller said. “When we walk into the
squadron, we have a huge plaque with
all their pictures above the entrance-
way.

“They are kind of a driving force for
us to always do the right thing”

‘John spoke of you often’

The first fundraiser for the Capt.

LENNOX MCLENDON | Associotes Press e photo
Steve Sax of the Los Angeles Dodgers
laughs as maneger Tommy Lasorda tells
a story about him during practics ahead
of Game 3 of the World Serles on Oct.
18, 7988, at the Osldand Coliseum.

John J. Sax Family Foundaticn took

place at the Ronald Reagan Presiden-  the biggest

tial Library in Los Angeles on Nov. 7,
2023. More than a thousand Marines
attended, according to one estimate.
Miller, who was John Sax's command-
ingofficer and closest confidante, wrote
Steve Sax a letter in the aftermath of
the tragedy:

“John spoke of you often and about
how great his childhood was. What
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For all of the baseball memorabil-

“I look at this painting every day,”
Sax said.

Now, ‘the image is at the heart of
fundraiser to date for the
nascent John J. Sax Family Foundl
tion. Interactive digital versions of'
p-hthgmhsale.uﬁ(hnpmwcd:
will fund grants for young people who
dreamed, as John Sax once did, of tak-
ing flight. “Honestly, there’s no way
you can ever pul a lid on that much
light and energy,” Debbie Sax said. “So
we want to just keep it going”

Steve Sax said the foundation has
already given away $10,000 in grant
money to aspiring aviators. The fund-
ing got a boost when Sax auctioned off
all that hardware from his baseball ca-

reer.
‘lt&m\mnbrhmvmmﬂm

got -p-inhm that's what we're

gonna help them with.”
Steve Sax hopes the foundation
will kzep John\ ‘memory alive. Moré
him something else

tance, but Sax is nowhere near that
territory, and finds it hard to believe
such a stage exists.

“Because | just don't understand it,”
he said. “I know John's not here. But
st .~

He hits that wall again.

... I can't grab it, still. You're mov-
ing forward but you're not moving
on. ... I try to think about what John
would want. But the one line | heard
that really summed up losing a child

was: “The pain never goes away until
you've taken your last breath. It won't
£0 away until your heart stops beating’

“But 1 believe in heaven. And I be-
Tieve Il see him again.”
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The battle
continues

Football coach Vince
Lombardi said, “I firmly
believe that any man's fin-
est hour, the greatest ful-
fillment of all that he holds
dear, is that moment when
he has worked his heart out
in a good cause and lies ex-
hausted on the field of battle

— victorious.”

One bridge deal should
not be that exhausting, but
many, especiaily in no-
trump, are battles for suit
establishment — as we saw
yesterday and will see today.

How should the play go
in three no-trump after
West leads the spade six?

There are five scenari-
os. First, East wins with
his spade ace and returns
the spade jack, covered by
the queen and king. South
takes the third spade and
plays three rounds of
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diamonds, losing the last
of those but taking the rest
for an overtrick.

Second, West ducks at
trick two, giving South the
trick he is due and retain-
ing communication with his
partner. Then, when East
gets in with his diamond
trick, a third spade gives

three tricks in that suit
1o defeat the contract.

Third, South does not
cover the spade jack at
trick two. This saves the
contract whenever it can
be made.

Fourth, East plays his
spade jack at trick one.
(Since East can antici-
pate gaining the lead in di-
amonds, this is not far-
fetched, trying to make
South burn up his one
spade stopper immediate-
ly) If South does win the
trick, he will fail. But, fifth,
if he works oct to duck, he

will get home.
What a battlefield of pos-
sibilities!
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